consultation, and luck is required gather the basic data of which species occur in an
area, and so much study is required to anticipate how they might react to a disturbance.
Canada's legislative and legal systems embody centuries of experience in the ways they
correct for human weakness and self-interest, but many more recent bureaucratic
structures neglect to anticipate these motivations (or have been corrupted by them in
their inception or implementation).
In the case of EAs, having the proponent prepare them is like leaving the prosecution of
a trial to the defense attorney, having a government's budget prepared by the
Opposition, or letting students' theses be reviewed only by their supervisors. The
consultants who prepare most EAs are supposed to be professionally impartial, but we
see from the production of biased EAs, and by the refusal of professional consultants to
review EAs for community groups, that they expect to be influenced by the interests of
those who are paying for their work, or for whom they may work in the future.
It's obvious, then, that both the scientific and legal traditions call for impartial
environmental assessments of proposed projects. The only way to avoid huge conflicts
of interest would be for the ministries concerned, after the initial Terms of Reference are
accepted, to assess how big a job each EA will be, invoice the proponents for the cost,
themselves contract-out the EA to impartial investigators, and then circulate the
resulting drafts to interested, expert, and indigenous parties for peer-review. Only peerreview by a disinterested editorial entity makes a document scientific. The cost of doing
an adequate EA might well daunt a lot of proposals, which would spare communities the
struggle against them.
The current environmental assessment review process is an opportunity to go beyond
replicating what we've done in the past, introduce improvements that will usher in the
next generation of environmental assessment in Canada, and ensure that Canada won't
be degraded by inappropriate projects undertaken for the short-term commercial or
political advantage of a few individuals.
Respectfully,

Frederick W. Schueler, Ph.D., & Aleta Karstad
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